
Joe Bento - GLSEN WA Chair

Joe is an AP/IB Psychology and 9th grade
Health teacher from Kent, WA. He has been
involved in safe schools trainings for the last
18 years including his work as an NEA
(National Education Association) trainer on
Social Justice and LGBTQ issues. Joe has
also recently been elected to Kent School
District as their newest board member.

Harmony DeVaney

Harmony DeVaney is an Iñupiaq Alaskan
Native artist and advocate. She is a first
generation student at Western Washington
University where she is studying
Anthropology and Art History in hopes of
working in a museum and working to curate
showcases by Indigenous People for
Indigenous People.

Amanda Klecan

Amanda has served on the board of GLSEN
WA since 2013 and is currently the Policy
and Research chair. She is also a member of
the Professional Development committee
and a certified GLSEN facilitator. Amanda
works in the affordable housing sector and is
the proud parent of two adorable cats.

Dace Anderson

Dace Anderson is the Founder and President
of the non-profit Dace's Rock 'n' More Music
Academy and has been teaching music for
over 20 years. Dace is a transgender woman
who has been playing guitar for over 30
years and has taught classes in Rock 'n' Roll
History among many other subjects.

A full bio for Dace can be found at
www.rocknmore.org/teachers 

Angie Ebba

Angie Ebba is a queer disabled writer,
educator, and performer who has taught
writing workshops and performed both online
and across the United States. She's also a
published essayist with a focus on writing
about disability, relationships and sexuality,
and body positivity. She has poetry
published in Closet Cases, Queering Sexual
Violence, and several literary magazines, as
well as essays in Healthline, Creaky Joints,
O.School, and more. She believes strongly in
the power of words to help us gain a better
understanding of ourselves, to build
connections and community, and to make
personal and social change.

Angie can be found online at
rebelonpage.com

Deb Dahrling & Kevin Toovey

Volunteers and board members with PFLAG
Seattle

Diverse Harmony

Diverse Harmony is the nation’s first queer-
straight alliance youth chorus. Based in
Seattle, Washington, our chorus presents
music that opens the hearts and minds of
communities and provides a safe
environment for youth of diverse
backgrounds to share their love of music and
be accepted for who they are. We serve as a
safe space for our singers: youth age 13 to
19 who identify as queer, gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, questioning, asexual,
or allied, among many others. Rehearsals are
a place for our youth to build community,
gain confidence, feel respected, and
experience the healing power of singing.

Eleanor Jones
3rd Grade Teacher, Mother of two
teenagers, Advocate, Ally

Marsha McDowell

Board member of GLSEN, trained IN·clued
facilitator. Mother of 2 humans and 7 fur
babies. Graduate student at University of
Arizona, Human Rights Practice. Lover of
music, fabric art, and nature. Strongly
believes that the world is a better place with
equity and inclusion of all colors of the
rainbow.

SPEAKERS

Emily Lerner

Emily Lerner graduated from Oberlin College
in 2020 with a BA in Anthropology and a
minor in Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist
Studies. In their free time they like to sew
clothing from vintage patterns and make
jewelry.

Jennifer McQueen 

Merced Pride Center

Grace Sanwald 

Grace graduated from Whitman College with
a degree in classical studies in May 2021.
She is an avid theatre enthusiast and enjoys
socially engaged plays. In the future, she
hopes to continue to advocate and work
towards social justice in the state of
Washington.

GLSEN WA SHINE TEAM

The GLSEN SHINE Team is a group of
student leaders working to create safer
schools and communities throughout
Washington. The team members will meet
regularly throughout the year to develop
skills, form a network of other youth leaders,
and organize programs in the community
that promote respect for LGBTQIA+
students.

a.t. furuya

GLSEN National

Tiffany Haylock

Speaker

For 29 years, Seattle's own Gaysha Starr aka
GS Matencio has been entertaining and
captivating audiences with her quick wit,
glamorous looks and memorable
performances. Currently Gaysha sits on the
Board of Directors for The Imperial
Sovereign Court of Seattle and is a
community ambassador of Pride Asia
Seattle. 

A self identified single transgender woman.
She is the store manager of a luxury retailer
in Bellevue, WA and the proud parent of a
small pup, Nico. 

You can always friend request her on
Facebook or follw her on IG at Gaysha Starr.

Emcee
Gaysha

Starr



GLSEN WA'S 
17TH ANNUAL LGBTQ+ LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

MARCH 26TH, 2022 - VIRUTAL

9:45 - 10:45

11:00 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:15

12:15 - 1:15

1:45 - 2:15

STUDENT STUDENT EDUCATOR EDUCATOR

Opening Session & Morning Keynote

Anti Land Acknowledgement by
Harmony Devaney

Morning Keynote  - 
Sue Bird

Emcee - 
Gaysha Starr

GLSEN WA Chair - 
Joe Bento

VIRTUAL NETWORKING9:15 - 9:45

10:45 - 11:00 BREAK

 MAKING YOUR
OWN QUEER

MUSIC - 
DIVERSE

HARMONY

IN·CLUED - 
SEX-ED - GLSEN
WA (MARSHA) 

 THE POWER OF
ALLYSHIP -
JENNIFER
MCQUEEN

SUPPORTING
TRANS AND GNC

YOUTH - 
GLSEN WA
(EMILY) 

BREAK

AFTERNOON KEYNOTE - SENATOR MARKO LIIAS

CLOSING SESSION

BREAK1:15 - 1:45

2:15 - 3:15

3:15 - 3:45

EDUCATOR

The Search For
Queer

Representation in
Rock Music - 

Dace Anderson

This Is Who I Am:
Using Creativity

to Let Your
Identity Shine - 

Angie Ebba

HOW TO
IMPLEMENT REAL
CHANGE AT THE
ELEMENTARY

LEVEL - 
ELEANOR JONES

WHO IS PFLAG?
DEB DAHRLING

AND KEVIN TOOVEY 

INTERSECTIONALITY
IN QUEER SPACES - 
TIFFANY HAYLOCK

GLSEN WA
SHINE
TEAM

INCLUSIVE
CURRICULUM - 

GLSEN WA (GRACE)

ROUND TABLE
DISCUSSION -

GLSEN WA (JOE
AND AMANDA)

USING PRONOUNS - 
GLSEN WA (EMILY) 

IN·CLUED - 
SEX-ED - GLSEN
WA (MARSHA) 

CHANGING THE
GAME - 

GLSEN (A.T.)



The Search For Queer Representation
in Rock Music - dace anderson

 
youth 11;00 - 12:00

Freddie Mercury, David Bowie, Elton John,
Laura Jane Grace. We'll take a look at LGBTQ
representation throughout the Rock 'n' Roll era
and its influence on popular culture to discover
how it has helped and/or hindered progress for
the LGBTQ community.

How to Implement Real Change at the
Elementary Level - Eleanor jones

 
educator 11:00-12:00

Join us as we share about how our fabulous
group of elementary school staff formed a
"Rainbow Squad" and the work we're currently
doing! Our "Rainbow Squad" is a group of
educators committed to ensuring welcoming
and affirming spaces for our elementary school
community. We'll share ready-to-use, vetted
and robust teaching materials you can use
right away, explain the process of their
creation, give you smooth implementation
strategies and advice on how a "Rainbow
Squad" could be formed in your own schools! Q
and A session will also be provided. Come join
us for a session of sharing, inspiration and
hope! We'd love to see you there!

Who is pflag? -  Deb Dahrling and Kevin
Toovey 

 
educator 11:00 - 12:00

 
Have you heard of PFLAG? Did you know it's
the nation's first and largest organization for
LGBTQ+ people, their parents and families, and
allies—and has been around for almost 50
years. Discover how PFLAG is committed to
advancing equality through support, education,
and advocacy.

IN·clued  - marsha
 

part 1. youth 12:15-1:15
part 2. 2:15-3:15

 
This curriculum was developed by Planned
Parenthood specifically for LGBTQ+ young
adults and covers topics such as
contraception methods, communication and
consent, and safely navigating health clinics
as an LGBTQ+ person.

intersectionality in queer spaces -
Tiffany Haylock

 
educator 11:00-12:00

 
Queer spaces have historically been separated
by race, but why is that? How can we bridge
that gap, and advocate for intersectionality
within our beautiful community?

Making Your Own Queer Music -
diverse harmony

 
youth 12:15-1:15

 
Youth will have the opportunity to both
collectively and individually learn how to
create music together using the internet, their
voices, and their creative intuition. They will
learn about basic music theory, discuss
musical artists that inspire them.

This Is Who I Am: Using Creativity to Let
Your Identity Shine - angie Ebba

 
Youth 11:00 - 12:00

 
Use your creativity to let your unique voice
shine! In this workshop we will discuss the
ways we can use creative outlets such as
writing and visual art to explore our identities
and communicate them to others. Together we
will write a collaborative poem celebrating who
we are, and participants will receive handouts
with prompts and exercises to continue their
creativity on their own.

Supporting Trans and GNC Youth -
emily

 
educators 12:15-1:15

 
In this training, we will share statistics on
national data around LGBTQ student
experiences, paying specific attention to the
experiences of trans students. Educators will
leave with a better understanding of LGBTQ
and transgender student experiences, along
with resources such as the Trans model policy.
They will be given guidance and best practices
on supporting transgender, nonbinary and
gender nonconforming students of all age
groups.

GLSEN WA SHINE TEAM
 

Youth 2:15-3:15
 

Join GLSEN Washington's youth leadership
team, SHINE, for a youth-led presentation on
creating curriculum and activities for your
Gay-Straight Alliance, Gender-Sexuality
Alliance, Pride Club, or equivalent group.

 Regarded as the world’s premier point
guard, Sue Bird is the WNBA’s All-Time
Leader in Assists and known for being

selfless, driven, encouraging, funny and
smart. Bird is a seasoned veteran and a
born leader who has dominated at every
level. She is one of only seven women to
win an Olympic Gold Medal (she’s won

five), a World Championship Gold Medal
(she’s won four) an NCAA Championship

(she’s won two), and a WNBA
Championship (she’s won four – the last
just weeks before her 40th birthday). 

 
Off the court, Sue spends time as a

basketball analyst for ESPN and
advocating for equality, LGBTQ+ rights,

Black Lives, universal health and wellness
and expanding opportunities for girls. Last
year, she co-founded TOGETHXR a first-

of-its-kind media and commerce company
that elevates and centers women through

rich storytelling.

Morning
Keynote

Sue
Bird

Afternoon
 Keynote

Marko
Liias

Senator Marko Liias represents the 21st
Legislative District and is the co-chair of
the Washington LGBTQ caucus. He has
spent his career in the legislature leading
the effort to protect LGBTQ youth and
communities across the state. Over his
fourteen-year tenure, he has championed
bills to require schools to adopt policies
that protect trans kids from bullying,
increase access to HIV medication, ban
so-called conversion therapy, and expand
access to gender-affirming care. As one
of the co-chairs of the LGBTQ caucus, he
continues to be a strong advocate for
LGBTQ people across the state.



The power of allyship - jennifer
mcqueen

 
educator 12;15-1;15

 
LGBTQIA+ advocates and activists come in all
forms. Allies can add transformative value and
perspective to the support system that backs and
fights for the the LGBTQIA+ community.
However, sometimes it can be difficult and
intimidating knowing where and how to start.
Let's explore the impact that allies can have, the
big and small ways to be an effective and
supportive ally, and how crucial it is to the
identifying community to have strong allies by
their side.

inclusive curriculum - grace

educator 12:15-1:15
 Using GLSEN research and resources,

participants will develop an understanding of the
importance of adult allies to LGBTQ students, and
explore the ways in which educators of any grade
and topic can educate, advocate for and support
their LGBTQ students. Participants will receive
specific curricular recommendations for
elementary, middle and high school students, as
well as broader advice on how to most effectively
implement inclusive curriculums in their school.

changing the game - a.t. furuya

educator 2:15-3:15
 

GLSEN's Changing the Game is a groundbreaking
program that started in 2011 to give resources for
educators and students to ensure that physical
education classes and athletics are inclusive for
LGBTQ+ individuals. Explore and learn our
revised and expanded program, which includes
updated and new resources, educational training,
engagement opportunities, and stories from
LGBTQ+ young athletes and their supporters.

using pronouns - Emily
 

educator 2:15-3;15
 

This training is created to help anyone learn how
to use people’s correct pronouns. Everyone in
your school community should engage in
learning, educating, and advocating for the
inclusive use of pronouns for all.

Support GLSEN Wa by buying our swag on redbubble!
 

Conference Swag: https://www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/102737470 
GLSEN Washington Swag: https://www.redbubble.com/people/glsenwashington/explore 

To be able to provide free events like this one,
we rely on donations. 

Please consider making a tax deductible
donation here. 

Exposing them to more inclusive and accurate accounts of history.
Helping them have better understanding of LGBTQ+ people.
Encouraging them to question stereotypes about LGBTQ+ people.
Promoting acceptance.

Validating their existence and experiences
Reinforcing their value and self-worth.
Providing space for their voices.

We have seen a number of reports from Washington State and across the
country about books with LGBTQ+ themes being banned (or attempted to
be banned) in schools. Censorship of books, just for containing LGBTQ+
content, silences LGBTQ+ students and is detrimental to all students. In
response, we want to express how important it is for students to be able to
see themselves reflected in books and curricular resources. LGBTQ+
representation in books (both fiction and nonfiction) benefits all students
by: 

And benefits LGBTQ+ students by:

Including LGBTQ+ books in libraries, especially school libraries, is a vital
way to make such representation available to students.

GLSEN Washington State's Statement
Concerning Book Banning in Schools:

Honor your
graduating students
with rainbow tassels!

Follow us

 @GLSENWA

APRIL 22ND, 2022APRIL 22ND, 2022APRIL 22ND, 2022

MARK YOURMARK YOURMARK YOUR
CALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR   

Roundtable Discussion - Joe & Amanda
 

educator 2:15-3;15
 

More Info will be available soon!

For more information, go to:
www.glsenwashington.org/rainbow-tassels

https://www.redbubble.com/shop/ap/102737470
https://www.redbubble.com/people/glsenwashington/explore
https://act.glsen.org/onlineactions/WxJ93UmD1UOsaLKvXH6QtQ2

